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TOEFL iBT® Test Questions

Reading Section

Directions: TheRealing sectionmeasuregour ability to understanédcadenic
passagewrittenin English.You will readonepassagandanswerguestionabout
it. In the actualTOEFL iBT® test,youwould have20 minutego readthepassage
andanswetthequestionsTest takersvith disabilitiescanrequesttimeextension.

Meteorite Impact and Dinosaur Extinction

Thereis increasingevidencethat the inpactsof meteoriteshavehad important #ectson Earth,
particularly inthefield of biological evolutionSuchimpactscontinueto pose a natural hazhto
life onEarth.Twicein thetwentieth cenury, largemeteoriteobjects areknownto havecollided
with Earth.

If animpactis largeenowgh, it candisturbthe environment of thentire Earttandcausean
ecolgical catastropheThebestdocumenteduchimpacttook place65 nillion yearsagoatthe
endof the Cretaceouperiod ofgeological history. Thibreakin Earth’shistoryis markedby a
massextinction,whenasmanyashalf thespecieontheplaret

becaneextinct.While therearea dbzenor more nassextinctionsin thegeologicalrecord,
theCretaceas nassextinctionhas alvaysintriguedpaleontdéogistsbecaiseit marksthe end
of the ageof thedinasaurs.Fortensof millions of years those grat creature$iad flourished.
Then, suddenly, they disappeared.

The bodyhatimpactedearth atheend of theCretaceouperiodwasa nmeteoritewith a mass
of more than #illion tons and @iameterof atleast 10kilometers.Scientistdir stidentified
thisimpactin 1980from theworldwide layerof sedmentdepositedrom the dust cloudhat
enveloped thelanet aftertheimpact. This sedmentlayeris enrichedn theraremetaliridium
and otheelementghatarerelativelyabundanin a meteoritebut

veryrarein thecrust of Earth.Evendiluted by thderrestrial material exavatedromthecrater,
thiscomponent of rateoriteds easly identified. By 1990geologistdhadlocatedtheimpactsite
itself inthe Yucatanregion of Mexico. Thecrater,nowdeeplyburiedin sedment,was
originally about200 kilometersin diameter.

Thisimpact released anomous amount oénergy excavatinga craterabouttwice aslarge
asthelunarcraterTycho.Theexplosionliftedabout100trillion tonsof dustinto the
atmosphereascanbedetemined by neasuringhethicknessof thesedmentlayerformed
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whenthis dust sttled tothesurface Sucha quantity of raterialwould haveblocked the
sunlight canpletelyfromreading thesurface plungingEarthinto a period

of cold and darkne#isatlasted at leasteveral months. The exploshis alsocalculatedto
haveproducedrastquantitiesof nitric acidand neltedrock thatsprayedut over muchof
Earth,startingwidegreadfires thatmusthaveconsunedmostterrestrial forestand
grasslandPresuahby, those environmentalisastergouldhavebeenresponsible for the
massextinction,including thedeathof thedinosaurs.

Severabther massextinctionsin thegeologcal recordhavebeententatively identified with
largeimpacts butnoneis sodranmatic asthe Cretaceousvent. But evenwithout such
specificdocumentationijt is clearthatimpactsof this sizedo occur andhattheir results
canbecatastrophicWhatis a catestrophefor onegroup ofliving things, however,

nmay createopportunitiefor anothegroup. Fdlowing each masextinction,thereis a
sudderevolutionaryburstasnew sgciesdeveloptofill theecologicanichesopened by
theevant.

Impactsby meteorites represenhemechansm thaicouldcauseglobalcatastropheand
seriouslynfluencetheevolutionof life all overtheplanet. Accordingo same estmates,
the majority of all extinctions ofspeciesnay be dugo such impactsSuchaperspective
fundanentally changesurview of biologicalevolution.Thestandrd criterionfor the
survivalof aspeciess itssuccesi competingwith other peciesand adaptingo slowly
changing environents.Yet anequally importantriterion istheability of aspeciedo
surviverandom globaécologicalcatastrophedueto impacts.

Earthis a targetin acosmic shootinggallery, subjectto rardom violent @entsthatwere
unsuspectedfew decadesgo.ln 1991 theUnited StatesCongressakedNASA to
investigateahe hazardposedtoday bylargeimpactson Earth.The group conducting the
study concludeflom adetailed analysithatimpactsfrom meteoritescanindeed be
hazardous. Although éneis always sanerisk that alargeimpactcouldoccur,careful
study showshatthisriskis quitesmall.

. Theword“pose”online 2 is closesin meaningto

a. claim
b. model
C. assume

d. present



2. In paragraph 2yhy does the author include the infationthatdinosaurdad
flourishedfor tensof millions of yearsandthensuddenly disappeared?

a. Tosupport thelaim thatthe massextinctionattheendof the Cretaceous

b.

C.

d.

is thebestdocunentedof the dozen osomass exiictionsin the
geolaical record

To explainwhy asmany as halbf thespecieon Earth athe tmeare
believedto have becomextinct attheendof theCretaceas

To explainwhy paleontologisthiavealwaysbeenintriguedby themass
extinction attheendof theCretaceous

To provide evidencéhat anmpact canbelargeenougho disturbthe
environnentof theentireplaretandcause an ecological disaster

3. Whichof the followingcanbeinferredfrom paragrapt8 about théocationof the
meteoriteimpactin Mexico?

a.

b.

C.

d.

Thelocationof theimpactsite inMexico waskeptsecrety geologists
from 1980to 1990.

It wasawell-knownfact thatthe inmpact had occurre the Yucatan
region.

Geologistknew that there had beeniampact beforehey knewwhereit
hadoccurred.

TheYucatanregionwas choseby geologistsaasthe most probablenpact
sitebecausef its climate.

4. Accordingto paragrapt8, how didscientists detemine thatalargemeteorite had
impactedearth?

a.

b.

Theydiscovered darge cratem the Yucatanregionof Mexico.

Theyfound a uniquéayerof sedmentworldwide.

. Theywere alertedby archaelogistswhohad been excavating the

Yucatanregion.

. Theylocateda meteorite witha massof overatrillion tons.



5. Theword“excavatirg” online 25is closestin meaningo
a. digging out
b. extending
C. destrgring

d. coveringup

6. Theword“consumed’online 32is closestin meaningo
a. changed
b. exposed
c. destrgred

d. covered

7. Accordingto paragrapld, all of thefollowing statenents ardrueof the inpact at
theendof theCretaceouperiodEXCEPT:

a. A largeamount of dstblocked sunlightfrom Earth.
b. Earth becmecold anddark forseveraimonths.
c. New eleanents werdormedin Earth’s crst.

d. Largequantitiesof nitric acidwereproduced.

8. Thephrase“tentatively idertified” online 36is closestin meaningto
a. identifiedafter carefuktudy
b. identifiedwithoutcertainty
c. occalonallyidentified

d. easilyidentified



9. Theword“perspectve” online 46is closestin meaningto
a. sensef values
b. point ofview
c. calalation
d. complication
10. Paragrapt® supportsvhichof thefollowing statenentsabout the
factors that aressatial for the survival of apecis?

a. Themost importanfactorfor the survival of apeciess its ability to
compete and adapd gradualchangesn its environment.

b. Theability of aspeciedo compete and adapbd a graduallychanging
environments not the oty ability thatis essengl for survival.

c. Sincemostextinctions ofspecies ardueto majormeteorite impactghe
ability to survive such impactss the most importarfactorfor the
survival of aspecies.

d. Thefactors that arenost importanfor the survival of a sgries vary
significantly from onespeciego another.



11. Whichof thesentences below bestpres®s theessentialinformation in the
following sentence?

Earth is a target in a cosmic shooting gallery, subject to random violent
events that were unsuspected a few decades ago.

Incorrect choiceshangethe neaningn important waysor leave outessatial
information.

a. Until recently,nobodyrealizedthat Earthis exposedo unpredictable
violent impactsfrom space.

b. In thelast few decades#herisk of a random violent ipactfrom space has
increased.

c. Sincemostviolent events ocarth occur ranaimly, nobodycan predict
whenor wheretheywill happen.

d. A few decadesago,Earth becene thetargetof random violenevents
originating inouterspace.
12. Accordingto thepassageyho conducted investigations about the
current dangergosedby large neteoriteimpactson Earth?
a. Paleontologists
b. Geologists

c. TheUnitedStatesCongress

d. NASA



13. Look atthefour letters(A, B, C, andD) that indicate wherthe
following sentenceould beaddedo the passage paragrapl®.

This is the criterion emphasized by Darwin’s theory of
evolution by natural selection.

Wherewould thesentence beéit?

Impactsby meteorites represi one nechanisnthatcouldcauseglobal
catastropheandseiously influence thevolutionof life all overthe
planet.(A) Accordingto same estimates the majority of all extinctions of
speciesnay be dueo such impactgB) Sucha perspectivéundametally
change®surview of biological evolution(C) Thestandardariterionfor the
sunival of aspeciess its successn competing withotherspeciesand
adaptingo slowlychanging enviroments.(D) Yet anequally important
criterionis theability of aspeciego surviverandom globaécological
catastrophedueto impacts.

Choose th@lacewherethesentencdits best.
a. Option A
b. Option B
c. OptionC

d. Option D



14. An introductorysentencdor a brief summaryof thepassagés
provided belowCompletethe sumnaryby selectinghe THREE (3)
answer choices that exprébse most importantieasin thepassage.
Samesentencedo not belongn the summary becausesthexpress
ideasthat arenotpresentedh the passage @reminorideasin the
passageThis question is worth 2 points.

Write your answerchoicesn the spaces wheréneybelang. You can
write inthe nunterof theanswer choicer thewholesentence.

Scientists have linked the mass extinction at the end of the Cretaceous with a
meteorite impact on Earth.

Answer choices

(1) Scientistshadbelievedfor centurieghatmeteorite activitynfluenced
evolution onEarth.

(2) Thesiteof thelargemeteoriteimpact atheendof theCretaceas
periodwasidentified in1990.

(3) Therehave alsdbeenlarge neteoriteimpactson the surceof the
Moon, leaving crater$ike Tycho.

(4) Aniridium-enriched sednentlayer andalargeimpact cratem the
Yucatanprovideevidence that largemeteorite struck Eartrabout
65 million yearsago.

(5) Large meteoriteimpacts, such asneatthe endof theCretaceas
period,can seioudy affect clmate, ecologicahiches, plats,and
animals.

(6) Meteoriteimpacts caioe advantageoudsr samespecies, which
thrive,anddisastrougor otherspecies, whichecomeextinct.
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Listening Section

Directions: TheListening sectionmeasuregour ability to understand conversatioasd
lecturesin English.In thissample, youwill readoneconvegationandonelecture and
answemuestionsftereachconversation olecture.Thequestiongypically askaboutthe
mainideaandsupportingdetails.Same questionsaaskabouta speaker’ purposeor
attitude. Answerthequestiondasednwhatis statedor implied by thespeakersMost
guestionareworth onepoint. If aquestions worth morethanonepoint, it will have
specialdirectionsthatindicatehow manypointsyou canreceive.

In anactualtest,youwould beableto takenoteswhile you listenedanduseyour notes
to helpyouanswetthequestions. Younoteswould notbescored.
CONVERSATIONTRANSCRIPT

(Narrator) Listen toaconversation betweenstudenaind her basketball coach and then
answetthe questions.

(Male coach) Hi, Elizabeth.

(Female student) Hey, Coach. just thought’d stopby to see what missedwhile | was
gone.

(Male coach) Well, we've beerworking real hardon ourplanfor thenextgame . . I've
asked Susato go overit with you beforepracticethis afternoonso you’ll know what
we’redoing.

(Female student) Okay.

(Male coach) By theway, how did yourbrother'sweddinggo?

(Female student) Oh, it was beautul. And the wholefamily was therel sawaunts and
uncles anadousins hadn’tseenn years.

(Male coach) Soit wasworththetrip.

(Female student) Oh definitely. ’'m sorryl hadto misspractice though. Ifeel badabout
that.

(Male coach) Family’s veryimportant.

(Female student) Yep.Okay,| guesd’ll seeyouthisafternoonat practicethen.
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(Male coach) Just a nmute. There are coupleof other things heedto tell you.
(Female student) Oh, okay.

(Male coach) Uh. . .First,everybody'sgettinganew team jacket.

(Female student) Wow. Howdid thathappen?

(Male coach) A womanwho playedhereabout 20, 2¥earsagocame throughowna
few weeksagoand sawa gane, and saidhe watedto do samethingfor theteanm, so. . .

(Female student) Soshe’sbuyingus newjackets?

(Male coach) Yep.

(Female student) Wow, that’sreally niceof her.

(Male coach) Yes,it is. It's great thatormer playersstill caresomuchabout our school
andour baketballprogram. . . Anyway youneedto fill outanorderform.l'll giveitto
you now, andyou canbringit backthis afternoon.I've gottheformsfrom the other
playerssoassoonasl| getyourswe canorder. Maybewe’ll havethejacketsby thenext
game.

(Female student) OK.

(Male coach) Great.And thenextthingis, you know Mary’s transferringo another
collegenextweek,sowe’ll needsomeoneo takeover herole as captairior thesecand
half of theseasonAnd theotherplayersunanimouslypickedyouto take over as captain
when Mary leaves.

(Female student) Wow. | saw everybodthis morning,andnobodysaida word.

(Male coach) Theywantedmeto tell you. So, dojouaccept?

(Female student) Of course!But Susan’sa nuch betteplayerthanl am.I'm really
surprisedhey didn’tpick her.

(Male coach) Theythink you're therightone.You'll haveto ask them theithoughts.

(Female student) Okay. . . Ilguesneof the first things lll haveto do ascaptin is
makesurewe geta thankyou cardoutto theladywho’sbuyingus thegackets.

(Male coach) Goodidea.l have her address hesanewhee.

(Female student) And I'll makesurethe wholeteamsignsit.
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(Male coach) Good.That’'sall thenewsthereis. | think that’s itfor now. Oh let me gt
youthat ordefform.
1. What areghespe&ersmainlydiscussig?

a. Howthe wonanshoud prepareor thenextgame

b. Thewoman’sresponsibities as team captain

c. Thingsthat happenedhile the wonan was away

d. Thestyleof the newteamuniforms

2. Whois buyingnewjacketsfor thetean?
a. Thecoach
b. Thecaptainof theteam
c. A formerplayer

d. A group ofbasketball fans

3. There areéwo answerdor thenextquestionMark two answers.

Why is thewomansurprsedto learnthatshehas beerhosen ashe newteam
captain?

a. Sheis not thebestplayeron theteam.
b. Her teanmatesdid nottell herabout the decision.
c. She does not haveamyfriends on théean.

d. Shehasmisseda lot ofpractices.

12



4. Readpartof the conversatioagain. Then answéie question.
(Female student) I'm sorryl hadto misspractice though. Ifeel badaboutthat.
(Male coach) Family’s veryimportart.
Whatdoes the ran mean whehesays: “Family’s veryimportant.”
a. Hehopes thevomans family is doingwell.
b. Hewouldlike to meetthewoman’sfamily.
c. Thewomanshould spend oretimewith herfamily.
d. Thewoman hadh goodreasorfor missingpractice.
5. Why does theoachsay: “Good. That’s allthenewsthereis. | think that'sit for
now.”
a. Hewantsto knowif the wonanunderstood his point.
b. Hewantsthewomanto actimmediately.
c. Heis preparingo changethetopic.

d. Heisreadyto endthe conversation.

13



LECTURETRANSCRPT
(Narrator) Listen topartof alecturein aliterature class.

(Male professor) Todayl'd like tointroduceyouto a novelthatsamecritics consider the
finest detectivenoveleverwritten. It was alsdhefirst. We'retalkingaboutThe
Moonstone by Wilkie Collins. Now, thereareotherdetectve staiies that precedethe
Moonstone histarically—Um, notably thevork of Poe . . EdgarAllen Poe’sstories,
such as “hieMurdersin the Rue Mogue”and. . .“The PurloinedLetter.” Now these
wereshortstoriesthatfeaturedadekctive . . . uh, probably thig'st to dothat.But The
Moonstone, which follows themby abouttwenty years—it waspublishedn 1868—this is
thefirst full-lengthdetectivenoveleverwritten.

Now, in The Moonstone—if youreadit as. . . uh,cometo it asacontemporary reader
what'sinteresting ishatmost of the éatureg/oufind in almostanydetectivenovelarein
fact already presentlh, it's hard athisjunctureto readthis noveland realize thato one
had evedonethatbefore,becaiseit all seenssostrikingly familiar. It’'s, it's reallya
wonderful novekndl recommendt, evenjustasafun bookto read,if you've never read
it. Um, soin The Moonstone, asl said,Collinsdid muchto egablishthe conventions of
thedetective genrd:m not gonnayointo the plotatlength,but, you know, thebasic set
upis. . .there'sthisdiamond ofgreat. . . of greatvalue,a country househediamond
mysteriouslydisappear the middle of the night, uh, thecal policearebrought in,in
anattanptto solve the ame, andhey nessit up completely, and thethetrueheroof the
bookarrives. That's SergeaGuff.

Now, Cuff, thisextraordinarilyimportant claracter. . .well, let metry to give youasense
of who SergeanCuff is, by first desribing theregular police.And this isthedynanic that
you’re goingto seethroughout the historgf thedetective novel,whereyou have the
regularcops—who arewell-meaningputofficious andbumblingly inept—andtheyare
counteredby afigure who’s eccentricamalytical, brilliant, and. . .and abldo solve the
crime. So, irsttheregular police getcdled in tosolve the mstery—Um, in thiscase,
detectiveuh, Superintendent®graveWhenSuperintenderseegrave aoesin, he
ordershis minions around, they bumbbmdtheyactuallymakea messof the
investigationwhichyou’ll see repeategum, you’ll seethis pattern repeated,
particulrly in the Sherlock Holmesstoriesof afew yearslater whereuh, Inspector
Lestrale, thiswell-meaningidiot, isalwayscountered, uyy Sherlock Holnes,who's a
genius.

So, now Cif arrives.Cuff is the manwho’s comingto solve the mstery,andagainhe
hasa lotof the characteristics thdtituredetectivesthroughout the historgf thisgenre
will have.He’seccentricHe hasa hobbythathe’'sobsessive aboutia-this.. . .in his
casejt’s the love ofrosesHe’s afanaticaboutthe breeding ofoses; and herehink of
NeroWolfe andhis orchids,Sherbck Holmes anchis violin, a lot of thoséater classic
detective herodsavethiskind of outside iterest thathey . . . theygoto asa kind of
antidoteto theevil andmiserytheyencountein theirdaily lives. At one pointCuff says
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helikes hisroses becae theyoffer solaceuh, an escapdrom theworld of crime he
typically operatesn.

Now, these detgive heroes. . .theyhavethis charateristic of beingsmart,incredibly
smart, but of notappearingo be snart. And most importantlyfrom a kindof existential
point ofview, these detectives stengsthatother people do naee And that'swhy the
detective issuch anmportant fgure, | think,in our modern imaginatiorn the caseof
The Moonstone—I don’t wantto saytoo nuchhereandspoil it for you—but theclue
that'skeyto. . . the soling of the crimes a snearedbit of paintin a dooway. Of course,
theregularpolice have nssedthis paint smearor madesamesortof unwarranted
assumption aboutt. Cuff seeghis smearof paint—this paint, theplace wherghe paintis
smeared—and realizes thdtom thisone snearof paintyou can actuallydeduce the
wholesituation. . . the whole worldAnd that's whatthe heroin adetectivenovellike
this. . . brirgsto it that the othecharadersdont—it’s this ability to, uh,seemeaning
whereothersseeno meanin@ndto bringorder . . .to whereit seansthereis noorder.
6. Whatis thelecture nainly abaut?

a. A comparisorof two typesof detectivenovels

b. Waysin which detectivenovels havehangedvertime

c. The Moonstone asa modeffor later detectivenovels

d. Flawsthat carbe foundin the plot ofThe Moonstone

7. In whatwayis The Moonstone differentfrom earlierworksfeaturingadetective?
a. Initsunusual ening
b. Initsuniquecharacters
c. Initsfocuson aserpbuscrime

d. Inits greaterlength
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8. Accordingto the pofessorwhatdorosesn The Moonstone represet?
a. A key cluethat leadgo the solving of the Iystery
b. A reliefandcontortto thedetective
¢. Romance betweethe maincharacters

d. Brilliant ideasthat ocurto the deective

9. Why does the professor mention aearedbit of paintin a doorwayin The
Moonstone?

a. Todescribe a mstakethatSergeanCuff hasmade
b. Toshow howrealistically theauthordescribeshecrimescene
c. Toexemplifyapatternrepededin manyotherdetective stories
d. Toillustratethe superiotechniqies usedby the police
10. What carbeinferredabout the professavhenhesaysthis: “Uh, it's hardatthis

junctureto readthis novelandrealizethatno onehad evedonethat before,
becausét all seemsostrikingly familiar.”

a. Heisimpressedy thenovel’soriginality.
b. Heis concerned thattudents rayfind the novedifficult to read.
c. Heis boredbythenovel’s descriptions of ordinagvents.

d. Heis eagetto writea book about Eessfamiliar subject.
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11. Whatdoes therofessolimply whenhesaysthis: “. . . well, let metry to give you
asensef who SegeantCuff is, by first describing theegularpolice.”

a. Sergeat Cuff is unlike othercharactersn The Moonstone.
b. Theauthor’s description dbergeanCuff is veryrealistic.
c. Sergeat Cuff learnedo solvecrimesby observing theegular pdlice.

d. Differences between Serge&hiff and Sherlockolmes are hartb descrbe.

Key to Listening section:

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
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Speaking Section

Directions: The Speakingsectionin thetestmeasuresyour ability to speakabouta
varietyof topics.

* Inquestiondl and2, in anactualtest, yourrespmsewill bescoredon yourability to
spealkclealy andcoheentlyabaut familiar topics

* In questionsd and4, in anactualtest, you wouldfirst reada short textandthenlisten
to a talkon thesametopic. You would haveio combineappropriae informationfrom
thetextandthetalk to provideacompleteanswer.Your responsevould bescoredon
your ability to acuratelyconveyinformation,andto speakclearlyandcoheently. In
thissampler,you will read both thetextandthetalk.

* Inquestion$ and6, in anactualtest, you would listento partof aconvesationor
lecture. Thenyouwould beaskeda questionaboutwhatyou haveheard.Your
responsevould be scoredon yourahility to accuratelyconveyinformation,andto
speakclearlyand cohenetly. In thissanpler,youwill read theconverstion.

» In anactualtest,youwould beableto take noteswhile you readandwhile you
listenedto the conversationsndtalks.You would beable touseyour notesto help
prepareyour responses.

» Preparatiormndresponséimesfor anactualtestarenotedin thistext. Test takes
with disahlities mayrequesttime extensions.

= Thescoringrubricusedto scoreactualSpeakingesponsesanbefound on he
TOEFL website’sDownloadLibrary” page.

1. Talk about gpleasant anchemorableevent thahappeneadvhile youwerein
school. Eplainwhy this eventbringsbackfond menories.

Preparation Time: 15 seconds

Response Time: 45 seconds

2. Same people thinkt is morefun to spendimewith friendsin restaurarts or cefés.
Othersthink it is more funto spendtimewith friends athome. Which do you think
is better?Explainwhy.

Preparation Time: 15 seconds
Response Time: 45 seconds
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3. Readthefollowing text andthe converationthatfollows it. Then,answetthe
guestion.

TheNorthfield CollegeStudentAssociatiorrecently decidetb makea newpurchase. Reatie
following announcemenih the collegenewspapeabout thedecision(Readingimein anactual
testwould be 45-50seconds.)

Good News for Movie Fans

The Studenfssociatiorhasjustpurchased a new souagstentor theOld Lincoln Hall
auditaium, theplacewheremovieson campusarecurrently shownBy installingthe new sound
systen, the Studemhssociatiorhopedo attractmorestudentgo the moviesandincrease ticket
salesBeforemakingthe puchaseof thenew equipment, th8tudentAssociationconducted a
surveyon campuso seewhat kindof entertaiment studentbked best. Goingto themovies
rankednumber one. “Studeng Northfield College lovegoingto themovies” saidhe president
of the StudentAssociation;'so we decidedo makewhattheyalreadylove evenbetter. We're
confidentthattheinvestmentinto the soundgystemwill translateinto increasedicketsales.”

(Male student) | reallythink theStudentAssociatiormadeabad deion.
(Female student) Really?Why?Don’t youlike goingto the movies?

(Male student) Sure | @. But thisnew purchasés just awaste of money.
(Female student) Whatdo youmean?t's suppogdto soundreallygood.

(Male student) Yeah,well, I'm sureit does, bt} in Old Lincoln Hall? | mean that
building must be 20@earsold! It usedto be thecollegegym! Theacousticsareterrible.

(Female student) Soyou’re sayingthere’llbe no improvement?

(Male student) That'sright. And also,| seriously doubthatgoingto the moviess the
numberonesocialactivity for most students.

(Female student) Yeah,butthat'swhatstudentsaid.

(Male student) Well, of course tht’'s whattheysaid. What elsas thereto do on
campus?

(Female student) Whatdo youmean?
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(Male student) | mean, therésn't muchto do oncampus beglesgoto the movieslif
there weretherforms of, uhrecreationpr othersocialactivities,you know, | don’t think
most students would hagaid thagoingto the moviesvastheirfirst choice.

Question: Theman expressdss opinion of the Studertssociation’srecentpurchas.
Statehis opinionand explairthe reasons hgivesfor holdingthatopinion.

Preparation Time: 30 seconds
Response Time: 60 seconds

4. Readapassagérom a psychologyextbookandthelecture thatollows it. Then
answeltthe question. (Readirtgnein an actuatestwould be 45-50 seconds.)

Flow

In psychology, théeelingof conpleteand ewrrgizedfocusin anactivity iscalledflow. People
who entera stateof flow losetheir senseof time andhaveafeelingof greatsatigaction. They
becomecompletelyinvolvedin anactivity for its own sakerather tharfor whatmay resultfrom
theactivity, such asnoney omrestige Contraryto expectation, flowusuallyhappens not during
relaxing monens ofleisureandentertaiment, buwvhenwe areactively involvedin adifficult
enterprisein a task that stretchesour nentalor physicahbilities.

(Male professor) | think this will helpyou geta picture ofwhatyour textbooks
describingl hadafriend whotaughtin the physicsdeparient,Professodones, he
retired lastyear.. . . Anyway, | remember. . .thiswasafew yearsago. . . Iremember
passingoy aclassroomnearly one morning jusashewas leaving, antielookedterrible:
his clothes were allumpled,andhe lookedike he hadn’sslept allnight. And | askedf
hewasOK. | wassurgised wherhesaidthatheneverfelt better, that hewastotaly
happy.He had spentheentirenightin theclassr@am working on a mthematicspuzzle.
He didn'’t stopto eatdinner; he didn’t stofo sleep. . . oreven restHe was thainvolved
in solving the puzzle. And didn't evenhave anythingo dowith histeachingor
resarch; hehadjustcome acrosthis puzzleaccidentally] think in a mathematics
journd, andit just reallyinterestedhim, soheworkedfuriouslyall nightand coveredhe
blackboardsn theclassremwith equationsandnunbers and never realized thahe
waspassingy.

Question: Explainflow andhow theexampleusedby the progssoiillu stratesthe
concept.

Preparation Time: 30 seconds
Response Time: 60 seconds
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5. Readthefollowing conversation étweenwo studentsand then answehe
question.

(Female student) How’s thecalculus clasgoing?You’re doingbetter?
(Male student) Not redly. | justcarit getthe hang oft. There’resomanyfunctionsand
formulasto memorize,you know?And thefinal . . .It's only afew weeksaway.I'm

reallyworriedabout doingvell.

(Female student) Oh. . . You know, youshould gao thetutoringprogramand asKor
help.

(Male student) You mean,in the Mathematicsbuilding?

(Female student) Ya. Geta tutorthere. Mosttutorsaredoctoral studentsn the nath
program. Tley know whatthey'retalkingabout, andor thefinal test,youknow,they’'d
tell youwhatto study,howto prepare, albf that.

(Male student) | know abouthatprogram . . . but doesnittcostmoney?

(Female student) Of course.You haveto registeandpayby thehour . . . But they've
gotall theanswers.

(Male student) Hmm . . .

(Female student) Another option, | guesss toform a study groupvith other students.
Thatwon’t costyouanymoney.

(Male student) That'sa thought . . . although oncevasin a study groupandit wasa
big wasteof time. We usially endedup talking about othestuff like whatwe did over
theweekeml.

(Female student) But that wasfor adifferentclassyright?I've actually hadsamepretty
goodexperiencesvith study groupsUsuallystudentsin thesaneclass havelifferent
strergths andveaknessewith the material. . .if they’reseribus aboustudying,theycan
really helpeachother ou. Think aboutit.

Question: Briefly summarizehe prdolemthespeakerarediscussing.Thenstatewhich
solutionyou would recommendExplain thereasongor your recommendation.

Preparation Time: 20 seconds
Response Time: 60 seconds
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6. Read parof alecturein a biologycourse and then answibe question.

(Female professor) Humanbeingsaren’tthe orly animalsthatuse toolslt's generally
recognizedhatother annalsusetoolsaswell . . . usghemnaturally, inthewild, withoutany
humaninstruction.But whencanwe say thatnobjectis atool?Well, it depend®nyour
definition of a tool.And in fact, there aréwo competingdefinitions—a narrowdefinitionand a
broad one. The narrow filgition saysthata toolis anobjectthat’'susedto performaspecifc
task. . . but nofustanyobject.To be atool, ac@rdingto the narrow definition, the objectiotta
be purposefullghangedr shapedy the animal, or humansothatit canbeusedthatway. It's
anobjectthat'smade. Wid chimpanzeesisesticksto dig insectsout oftheirnests. . . but most
sticks lying around won'dothe job . . theymight be toothick, for example Sothe stickshave
to be sharpened ghey I fit into the hde in ananthill or theinsect nest.Thechimp pulls off the
leavesandchewsthestick andtrimsit downthatway urtil it's the rightsize. The chimp doesn’t
justfind thestick. . .it . . .you couldsayit makest in away.

But thebroad definition says arobjectdoesn’thaveto be malified tobe consideredh tool. The
broaddefinition saysatool is anyobjectthat’susedto perform aspecifictask. Forexamplean
elephat will sametimesuse a stk to saatchits back . . .it just picksup astickfromthe ground
andscratchedts backwith it . . . It doesn’t modify thestick, itusedt justasit’s found. Andit's a
tool, under the broad definitiobut underthenarrowdefinitionit’s notbecawse, well, the
elephantloes’t chargeit in anyway.

Question: Usingpoints andexanplesfrom thetalk, describe théwo different
definitions of toolgyivenby theprofessor.

Preparation Time: 20 seconds
Response Time: 60 seconds
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Writing Section

Directions: Thesesampletasksin theWriting sectionmeasureyour ability to write in
Englishin anacadenic environment. Therewill be2 writing tasks.

» Forthefirsttaskin this sanpler, youwill readapassag@andpartof alecture aboutan
acadenic topic. Thenyouwill write aresponséo aquestionthatasksyou abouthe
relationsip betweerthelecture andthereadingpassagelry to answetthe queston
as caonpletelyaspossibleusinginformationfromthereadingpassagandthelecture.
The question doasotaskyouto expressyour personabpinion.In an actual tesyour
responsevould bejudged on theuality of yourwriting andon howwell your
respons@resentshe pointsin thelecture andtheirrelaionshipto thereadingpassage.

» Fortheseondtask,youwill demonstrate youwahility to write anessayn responséo
a gquestiorthatasksyouto expressandsupportyouropinion abouttopicorissue.ln
anactual testyour essaywould bescoredon thequality of yourwriting. This includes
thedevelopnentof your ideastheorganization olour essayandthequalityand
accuracyof thelanguageyou useo express/ourideas.

» At theendof theWriting sectionyouwill findtwo sampleessayd$or eachquesion,
thescoretheyreceival, andanexplanatiorof howtheywerescored.

« In anactualtest,youwould beableto takenoteswhile you listenedanduseyour
notesto helpyouanswetthequestions.
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1. Readthefollowing passagandthelecturewhichfollows. In an actuatest,youwould
have 3minutes taeadthepassagelhen,answeltthe questionln thetest,youwould
have 20 minute® planandwrite yourresmnse.Typically, an effectivaresponsavill
be 1500 225words.Test takersvith disablities mayrequest aditi onaltimeto read
thepassagandwrite the response.

READING PASSAGE

Critics saythatcurrentvoting systemsusedin the United Statesareinefficientand often
leadto theinacaratecounting ofvotes. Miscouts canbeespeciallydamagingif an electbnis
closely contesed. Thosecriticswouldlike thetraditional systensto bereplacedvith far more
efficientand trustworthy computerized votiggstems.

In traditional voting, one najor sourcef inaccuracyis thatpeopleaccidentallyotefor
the wrongcandidateVotersusuallyhaveto find thename oftheir candidateon alargesheebf
papercontainingmany nams—theballot—andmakea snall mark nextto thatname. People
with pooreyesight caeasilymarkthe wrong nam. Thecomputerized voting @chineshavean
easyto-use touctscreertechnology:to castavote,avoterneedsonly to touchthe candidate’s
name on thacreerto recordavotefor that candidateyoterscan everhavethecomputer
magnifythe name foeasiewiewing.

Another major problemwith old voting sytemsis thatthey ely heavily on peopldo
count thevotes.Officials mustoftencount up thevotesone by one, going througtveryballot
andrecordng thevote.Sincetheyhaveto dealwith thousandef ballots, it is almostinevitable
thattheywill makemistakesIf anerroris detecteda long and expensivecouwunt hasto take
place.ln contrast,computerized sstensremovethe possibilityof hummanerror,sinceall thevote
counting isdore quickly and autoratically by thecomputers.

Finally same peoplesayit is toorisky to implementcomplicatedvoting technology
nationwide But withoutgiving it a thoughtgovenmentsand individualsalike trustother
complexcomputer technologgverydayto be perfectly accurata bankingtransactionsaswell
asin the communication of highlgensitivanformation.

LECTURETRANSCRPT

(Narrator) Now listen topartof alectureon thetopic youjustreadabout.

(Female professor) While traditional voting gstenshavesame problem, it's doubtfulthat
computerizdvotingwill makethesituationanybetter. Computerizdvoting may seem easyr
people whare usedo computers But whataboutpeoplewhoaren’'t?Peoplevho can'tafford
computers, peoplevhodon’t usethemon aregularbasis—thesepeoplewill havetroubleusing
computerizedvoting machinesThesevoterscaneasilycastthewrongvoteor bediscouraged
from voting altogethebecaus®f fearof technology. Furthenore,it’s true thathumans mie
mistakesvhenthey counup ballotsby hand But arewe surethatcomputerswill do abeterjob?
Afterall, computers are
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programnedby hunmans, sdhumanerror” canshowupin mistakesn their progams. And the
errorscausedy these defectivprogamsmay befar moreseriais. Theworsta hunan official
candois missafew ballots.But anerrorin a computer prgramcanresultin thousands ofotes
being mscountedr evenpermanentlyemovedfrom the recordAnd in many votingsystens,
thereis no physial recordof thevotes, s@computer recounin the caseof asuspectee@rroris
impossible!As for ourtrustof computer technology for banking and communicaticemember
onething: thesesystemsare usedlaily and theyareusednheavily. They didn’twork flawlessly
whentheywerefirst introducedTheyhadto be improved on and improved antil theygotas
reliable as theyaretoday.But voting happensnly once eerytwo years naticnally in the United
Statesandnot much more thatwice ayearin manylocalaress. Thisis hardly suficient for usto
develop confidencthatcomputerizedioting canbefully trusted.

Question: Sumnarizethe points mdein thelecture, beingureto explainhow they
opposespecfic points madeén thereading passage.

2. Readthe question belown areal teg, youwould have 30 minutes plan,write,
and revisg/ouressayTest takersvith disabilitiesmayrequestatime extension.
Typically, an effectve responseontainsa ninimum of 300words.

Question: Do you agreeor disagreavith thefollowing statenent?

A teacher’s ability to relate well with students is more important than
excellent knowledge of the subject being taught.

Usespecific reasons and arplesto supportyour answer.
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Sample responses

Below are test taker responseeenplifying scoresof 5 and4 for both Witing tasks.The
scoringrubricsusedto scoreactualresponsesanbe found on th& OEFL website’s
“DownloadLibrary” page.

QUESTION 1, RESPONSE A, SCORE OF 5

Thelecture explanedwhy the computerizedvoting systencannotreplacethetraditional
votingsystem.There arghe followingthreerea®ns.

Firstof all, noteveryenonecanuse computersorrectly.Same people do not have
accesso computers,@me peoplerenotusedof computersandsamepeopleare even
scaredf this newtechnologylf the voters do not know hote use a cormputer,how do
you expect thento finishthe votingprocesghroughcomputers?This directly refuteghe
readingpassagewhich states thatomputerizedsotingis easielby just touchingthe
screen.

Secondly, computersaymakemistakes ashe people doAs computersare
programnedby the humarbeingsthuserrosareinevitable inthecomputersysten.
Problemscausedy computer votingystens may be mreserioughanthosecausedy
people. Alargernumberof votes mght be misscountedor evenremovedfrom the
systen. Furthernore,it would takemoreenergyto recowunt the votes. Aginthis
contradcts whatis statedn thereading which stated thadnly peoplewill makemistakes
in counting.

Thirdly, computerizedoting systemis notreliablebecausé hasnotreached gable
status Pe@le trust computersto conduct bankindransactbonsbecausé¢he computerized
bankingsystemis beingused daily and frecuently and has been sti&lde: ever,the
voting does not happersoften asanking thushe computerizedvoting systemhasnot
beenprovedto betotally reliable.

All in all, noteverymecanuse a computgaroperly, computercalse mstakes and
computerizedvoting systemis notreliablearethe main reasaswhy computerizedvoting
systemcannotreplacethetraditional voting s/stem.

Score explanation

Thisresponsés well organizedselectshe important inforrationfrom all threepoints
madein thelecture, aneéxplainsits relationshipto theclaims madein the readingpassage
about theadvartagesof computeizedvoting overtraditional voting methods.
First, itcountersthe agument that computerizedotingis moreuserfriendly and
prevents dstortion of the voteoy saying thatmanyvoters findcomputers unfantiar and
same voters ray endup not votingatall.
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Secondit challergestheargument that canputerizedvoting will resultin fewer
miscountsby pointing outthatprogranming errors may resultin largescalemiscounts
and thasomeerrors may resultin the loss of votingecords.

Third, it rejectsthecomparisonof camputerizedsoting with computerized
bankingby pointing outthatthe réi ability of computerizedanking(“reacheda gable
status”) has been achievigmugh frequentise, whichdoes not applyo voting.

There are occasionalinor languagerrors: forexanple, “peoplenot usedof
computers”;“misscounted”;*computercausemistakes”; andhe poorsyntaxof thelast
sentence (“Alin all . . .”). Same sglling errorsareobviously typos‘everyoen."The
errors,howeverarenotatall frequent and do naesultin unclearor inaccurate
representationf the content.

Theresponse eets althe criteriafor thescoreof 5.
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QUESTION 1, RESPONSE B, SCORE OF 4

Theleture disgreedwith the aticle's opinionslt's not aettersolutionto use the
computerizedsotingsystens.

Firstly, it mightbehardfor the votersvho don't tsethe computersooften,or theusers
whois fearof the technologyevensame of votercannotaforda computer.Touch
screemmay alsobehardto usefor people whas not familiar with computers. Secondly,
computeris programmedby humanbeingswhich meandt can also haverrors.Instead
of humanbeng's countingerror,which only resultsone or two countingrrorin numker,
anerrrorin theprogramcode coulccausdramendouserror in nunber.In caseof the
computercrashor disaster,t maylostall the voting information. Weannotevento
makeare-count.Lastly, ourdaily banking or otkr highly sensitve informationsystem, is
actuallyimprovedastime goesby. Theywere als@roblemnatic atthe beginningAs we
usethemsooften,we have norechanceso find problens, andfurturemoreto fix and
improvethem.However for the votingsysten, we only usethem every years
nationallyandsame otlerrareeventsWe just don't usé oftenenoughto find a bug or
testit thoroughly.

Score explanation

Theresponseelectanost of the important inforationfromthe lectureandindicaesthat
it challergesthe mainargunentin the readingpassage aut the advantages of
conputerizedvoting systens(“it’s not abetter solutia”).

First,the responsexplains thasame peoplevill notfind computergo beuser
friendly; however,it fails torelatethis clealy to the point madén the pasagethat
computerizedvotingwill preventdistortionof thevote.Thatis clearly anomission, butt
IS minor.

Second, the response does a good job of pointing oupfayvanming and
errorscan cause greatproblemghanmiscountscausén thetraditional voting system.

Third, the response provides a nice explanation of how¢lgeéntuse of
systanslike the bankingsystemhascontributedo suchsysemns’ reliability, and thent
contrass thatwith the canputerizedsoting system.

Thereare mordrequentianguagesrrorsthroughout the responsder example,
“userswhois fear”; “some of votergannot aford”;“people whois not famliar”; “it may
lost”; and “canmnotevento make.” Expressioschoserby the writeroccasionallyaffect
theclarity of the contenthatis being conveyedresultsone ortwo countingerrorin
number. . .anerrrorin theprogramcode coulccausdramendouserrorin nunmber” and
“use them everg yearsnationallyandsame otlerrare events.” Howeveit, should be
notedthatin these cases,reader camerive thantendedmeaningfrom the context.

Dueto themorefrequentanguaeerrorsthaton occasion resuih minorlapses
of clarity anddueto minor content omissiorespedly in thecoverae of the ifrst lecture
point, the responseannot earthescoreof 5. At thesametime, sincahe languagerrors
are generallyninorandmostlydo notinterfere with theclarity of the contenandsince
most of the importanhformationfrom the lecureis coveredoy thewriter, therespmse
deserves higherswmrethan3. It meetsthecriteria fortheswre of 4.

28



QUESTION 2, RESPONSE A, SCORE OF 5

| remenber every teacher that hiasightmesincel wasin Kindergartenlf a
friend wantsto knowwho ourfirst gradeteacler wasin elementaryschool,all theyhave
to dois askme. Theteachers allooked verykind andunderstandingn my eyesasa
child. Theyhad speciatelationshipwith nearly each andveryone of the studeésand
were veryniceto everyne. That'shereason remember allof them.

A teacher'primary goalis toteachstudents the bestalicanabout thehings
that arein our textbook@andmoreimportant,howto showrespecfor one anothefThey
teachus howto live a ketterlife by gettingalong with everyone.In orderto do that, the
teachershenselveshaveto be alte torelate wellwith studerts.

My parentsareteachersoo. OneteaclesPlant BiologyandoneteatesEnglish,
butthat’snot thereason’m callingthem “teachers.Theyare teabersbeacusehey
teachme howto actin specialsituationsandhowto cooperatavith others. | have a
brother,andmy parentausedifferent aproales when teachings. Theymightscoldmy
brotherfor surfing the iternettoo longbecaisehe doesn’'t avemuch selfcontrol and
theyneedto restrainhim. He almost never studies on lesvn andis alwayseither
drawing,playingcomputer garas,or reading.Onthe other handheynevertell meoff
for using thecomputer too long. | dony own wak whenl want and neetb because that
brings me thdestresultsandmy paentsunderstandhat. Theyknowthatl needeisure
time ofmy ownand that’ll only play until neededVly parents’ahlity to relatewell
with my brotherandl allows thento teachnot just thesubjecttheyteachbutalsotheir
excellentknowledge oriife.

Knowlegde of thesubjectbeingtaughtis samethingtakenfor grantedputatthe
sane time, secondary. One mugb throughandpassa seriesof courses antests inorder
to becane ateacherAny teacheis ableto haveexcellentkknowledgeof their subject but
notall teackers carhavetheability to relate well with studerts.

A teacher'primary goalis toteachstudents the bestelcanabout howo show
respecfor one another, sieachersisedifferentapproachewhen teaching, and
knowledgeof the subjet beintaughtis secondaryfForthese reasonsgclaimwith
confidencehat excellenknowledgeof the sibjectbeingtaughtis secondaryo the
teacler’s ability to relatewell with their students.

Score explanation

Thisessayconveys theédea that agmportantas teahing knowledges, it is asimportant
if not noreimportantfor teacherso possessther qualities,all of whichthe writer
classifies as nesgaryfor being ableto relate wellwith students. Those othgualities
include havingspecialrelationshipswith students; the tachingof respect{in thefirst
two paragraphs)ndtakingdifferentapproachefor differentindividuals. Thewriter
develops théastideaprimarily by using aclearlyappropriateextended and coplex
exampleof thewriter’'s own parentswho are teachersut whosespecialqualities in
raisingthe writer andthewriter’s brotherhadto do norewith takingvaried approaches.
Thewriter thengoesonto conveythatknowledges agiven—*something
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takenfor granted™—becauseall teacterstake coursework and passests tagaintheirjobs
but not # havethe quéities thewriter considersnoreimportant.

Thisrespons&ery effectively addresseise topicandthetask.It is truethatthis
responsés differentfrom mostessaysthe oveall ideais stated exficitly but onlyatthe
endof theessayHowever becaiseof verygood languagstructureandgood conceptual
trarsitions betweendess, the readeris ableto follow thewriter's developmentof ideas
withoutbeaoming confusedTheresponsés thusseeno bewell organizedErrorsin
languagere amost nonexistertiere.Thisresponse ets albof the 5level criteriafrom
the Scoring Guide.
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QUESTION 2, RESPONSE B, SCORE OF 4

| disageewith theidea thathe posessinghe aility to relate well with students
moreimportantthan excellat knowledge of theubjectbeingtaughtfor ateacherThere
areseveral reasonwhy | disageewith thatidea.

First,teaders’job is toeducateheir studentwvith theirknowledge Theability to
relate well with their studentis samething acounselor sholdl possessjot a tacher.
That’swhy the boardf educatiorgivesan awardo ateachemith anexcellent
knowledgeof thesubjecttheyteach. Teachemho cangetalongwith theirstudentsbut
have no knowledgeanbe populaandbeliked by his orherstudents, however | don’t
consider deachemwith noknowledge a gootkacher.

Second, Studeng to schooldecause¢heywantto learnknowledgefromtheir
teachersotto getalongwith theirteaches. | knew a nath teachewho waswell known
among other @thenaticsteaders.Some studentslwayscomplainednow he never
entertaindis studentsvhich mademanyof his studentso fall asleep Neverheless, all
of hisclasses were dilll evenbeforethe semesterbeganbecausenanystudentavho
wereeagelto learnalreadybooked inHe wonthe Applesorize (it'sgivento anoticed
teacher anmlly) a couple ofimes and thagnalbed studentsto firmly believein his way
of teaching.

Thirdly, teachers areesponsibldéor concedingheirknowledgeto theirnext
geneation.Teachers already had an expaceof gettingadvantaged egtationfrom
college. Teachershoud notlet thatprevilege lecaneuseless and worklesale all learn
becauseve wantto bemme thebeteer persorthatthisworld needs Studens will also
eventuallygrow upto be influencing othepeqle and teabersshould volunteerily be
theirstudentstole modds.

Forconclwsion, | think the most important quality@adter must haves an
excellentknowledge of thesubjecttheyteach notanability torelate wellwith their
students.

Score explanation

Thisis a noretraditional-looking esaythatis organizedvith a point ofview in the first
paragraphstating thewriter’'s disageementvith thewriting prompt, followedby three
piecesof supportingeasons and erales.

Thesecondraragraph makedke pointthatcounselorgrethe onesvhoare
supposedo relateto studentsand thateachersvith no knowledgerenot worthwhileas
teachers.

In thethird paragraph thevriter tries todescribahefact thatknowledges
importantby statingthatstudens wantedto takecoursesrom ateachemwhowasknown
to possesspeciaknowledgesventhough they knew thieacher wasotentertaining.

Thefourth paragrapltontainsthe veryinterestingideathat teacherbave the
obligation topassonwhattheyhave hadhe privilege olearning,butthis paragraphn
particular hasfew problemswith samewhat unclear expressiaf concepts: (1¢rrors
of word choicein theword “conceding’(not clerexactly whatwordis intended lere)
andin theterm “advantaged’ education” (advanced educatioadvantages of
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educatior?)and(2) a problemwith unclearconnection of idas(why is it said that “We
all learnbecausave wantto becane thebetterpersonthatthisworld needs?”).

Overall,thisessays well organzed,but the §ghtly undearconnection ofdeas
andthelanguagechosengspeciallyin thefinal paragraph, prevetitisresponsérom
risingabove the 4evel.
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